
Can you imagine how nervous I was when I made a sug-
gestion three years ago to the UKC chartered coonhound
breed associations that we re-write the UKC nite hunt rules?
I mean, that’s like tampering with the Holy Grail of our
sport! Who messes with something that has been as suc-
cessful as the UKC Nite Hunt Honor Rules? I was simply
asking for their blessing and support in allowing the UKC
staff to modernize and re-organize a set of rules which had-
n’t seen a complete update in more than 50 years.

I’m sure all of you have seen these small, older farm-
houses that have been added onto over and over again.
Though still functional, they can often end up being a cob-
bled-up mess. While that may be kind of strong wording to
describe the current state of the nite hunt rules, they would
certainly benefit from being torn down and rebuilt. But doing
so without changing the intent of any of the rules would be
no small challenge.

Three years ago this project was approved by the coon-
hound breed associations. Three years would certainly be
enough time to get that project done. Do you remember
what happened when given an assignment in school or
chores around the house and an ample deadline? When
did you eventually start working on it? Correct; some things
never change! Allen Gingerich, Paul Frederick and myself fi-
nally started working on this project about the first of July
this year. We had to actually schedule a weekly meeting to
make sure we committed time to get it done! We did get it
done, and we did present it to the breed associations at
Autumn Oaks and I was even more nervous than I was three
years ago when we were simply thinking about doing it.

I can tell you that I now consider this rules re-organiza-
tion one of the most gratifying projects I’ve worked on over
the years. It sure has been a relief to learn that every hunter
who has had a chance to look it over up to this point feels
like it is a big improvement. No, it’s not as profound as
sending a man to the moon, but for a bunch of old country
boys, I think Allen, Paul and myself hit a home run with this
project. We hope you agree.

I am going to offer below in list form some of the major
changes you will first notice. Please, before forming an
opinion or heading to a UKC Licensed Nite Hunt, read the
new version of the rules in their entirety, as space here does
not permit an explanation of all changes.
• The word count for the nite hunt honor rules was reduced
from approximately 4,100 words to approximately 3,300 words.
• Rules containing changes from the most recent rule
change session will no longer be indicated with an asterisk.
Rule changes will be identified and discussed at length in
the Coonhound Advisor column and may also be included
on the MOH/HD checklist. Instead, an asterisk will be used

to indicate that a definition pertaining to a rule can be found
at the end of the nite hunt rules.
• All rules broken out into bullet points to make individual
rules easier to find.
• We incorporated those items previously found in policy
boxes at the end of the rules into the appropriate portion
of the rules.
• Rule 1 was made into a category specifically for dead-
lines. We moved portions of the previous Rule 1 into the
rulebook under the Club Officer’s Guidelines For Conducting
Events because they did not deal specifically with a nite
hunt cast.
• We moved the previous Rule 7 (Non-Working Dog Rule)
into Rule 2 (Point System) because it deals with the fact
that points will be open to other dogs after one hour of
hunting time has elapsed.
• We removed from Rule 3 the clarification that only one
tree is counted even if more than one coon is up tree be-
cause that is common sense and unnecessary wordage.
• We took the clarification that coon must be seen during
shining time out of previous Rule 8 (Time Out) and included
it in Rule 3 (Points Will Be Plus).
• Rule 4 (Points Will Be Minus) was divided into subsec-
tions for strike, tree and other for a more logical order and
quicker reference.
• Previous Rule 4(e): “When dog quits trail that is being
worked… “ becomes Rules 2(d), 4(a) and 4(b) because it
was one rule that dealt with many different situations.
• Previous Rule 6 (Dogs Will Be Scratched) has been re-
named “Scratching Offenses” and has been categorized
into subsections “Dog Violations” and “Handler Violations”
for quicker reference.
• All items found throughout the old rules that were previ-
ously referred to as “Implied Scratches” have been moved
to Rule 6 (Scratching Offenses).
• Definitions of terms found throughout the rules have been
categorized and moved to the end of the rules to rather
than repeating the definition from rule to rule.
• We removed the phone-use scratch from Rule 6 as it be-
comes a UKC policy situation in which communicating
scores is considered event related misconduct and dealt
with through misconduct procedures.  Removing phone use
from Rule 6 will permit use of time keeping cell phone ap-
plications.
• We moved the 10-minute shining time allotment out of
previous Rule 8 and into Rule 11 (Scoring Dogs; After Ar-
riving At Tree).
• We removed from what was previously Rule 9 and previ-
ous Rule 17 the clarification that handlers must inform
Judges of a dog’s peculiarities in order to prevent a dog
from being minused in the event it comes a short distance
off tree to greet handler.
• Previous Rule 17 (General Information) becomes Rule
11 (Scoring Dogs) and is broken out into subsections (a)
Prior To Arriving At Tree, (b) After Arriving At Tree, and (c)
Split Trees, for quicker reference.
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• The wordage “A scorecard may be signed still with the
right of protest” was removed from Rule 13 (Scorecards)
as it is unnecessary wordage due to the last rule change
session which allowed for scorecards to be signed in front
of MOH/HD.
• We removed from Rule 13 the stipulation that required
clubs to keep their scorecards on file for one year to be
made available to UKC and participants. This policy was un-
necessary wordage for the scorecard and has been moved
to the Club Officer’s Guidelines for conducting events in the
Coonhound Rulebook.
• All references to Formal Complaints have been removed.
The Formal Complaint process has been revised.

The Scorecard
Quite honestly, that was all we intended to do, but it’s

like any other re-modeling project, the deeper you get into
it; the harder it is to stop! A question came up concerning
the front of the scorecard. Was it perfect? Could we make
changes to make it more user-friendly?

The newly-designed sticky.
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It would be nice to be able to get everything on a smaller
card, but even with the reduction of words in the Nite Hunt
Honor Rules, we couldn’t reduce the size of the card and
still make the rules legible. Since we couldn’t shrink the
scorecard, and since we had remodeled the rules, we de-
cided a total revamp of the front was needed as well.

You will now find your scorecard designed to be tri-folded
like a brochure, and it will be pre-folded right from the
printer. The front of the scorecard is organized into
three sections. The first section could be considered for
club use. It still has places to put the entry stickies (which
have also been redesigned), but now also has all the event
information above the stickies, including cast number,
judge, guide, club name, license number, event date, return
deadline and time scorecard received. And all of that infor-
mation can be recorded with the scorecard folded into a
third of what was previously required. Think of how much
less space that will require on a table during the draw!

The second section will be for judge use in the field and
is primarily made up of a strike point column and a tree
point column. There is also a line to write in the call name

of each dog to prevent from having to flip the card over. At
the top of the strike points column, the split points break-
down is in plain view and the blank space for time-keeping
notes is available. All of this was designed so that the tri-
fold readily and comfortably fits in your pants, coat or bibs
pocket.

The last of the tri-fold sections contains total score
blocks, a handler’s signature line, and the section to be
filled out if a handler leaves the cast early. It also features
the photo of the previous World Champion along with the
judge’s signature line and a space to record coon seen,
coon scored and county hunted.

The whole project has been very well-thought-out and we
are very proud of the finished product. We hope to have
them to all clubs in time for their January events but are
somewhat at the mercy of printers and post offices at the
time of this writing. We hope that you get out to a club near
you to check it out soon. It may not be the best thing since
sliced bread but it’s pretty darn close if you’re a competition
coon hunter!


